
The education sector’s “Fair Dealing” content usage guidelines are a roadmap for systematic, uncompensated use 
of published content that is harming the market for innovative new content, licensing and digital services.

Selling copied collections to 
cover “institutional overhead”

Copying entire articles from 
newspapers & periodicals for free

Copying 10% or a whole 
chapter of a book for free

Access Copyright commissioned PricewaterhouseCoopers [PwC] to conduct an independent economic assessment 
of the impact of the education sector’s new “fair dealing” guidelines.  The following are some of the key findings 
from PwC’s report:

The
guidelines 
promote:

Canadian educational 
publishing sector with GDP of

$620-million

80%

High value jobs for the 
knowledge economy

of Canadians believe it is 
important our students learn 

with Canadian resources
*EKOS Study

L
of creators say they will 

produce fewer works as a 
result of the guidelines

of SME publishers say they 
will produce less content 
for education and reduce 

investment in digital products

50%

decline in the publishing 
sector’s economic footprint 

since guidelines adopted

16%

10%
decline in educational 
publishing headcounts 

since guidelines adopted

$30-million
loss in licensing income

equals a loss of

20%
creator income

16%
SME    profit

PwC projects less Canadian content 
available for students and teachers  

(greater reliance on American resources)
PwC projects greater burden on 

teachers to source and create resources

* [All findings from PwC report, unless otherwise noted.]

Decreased content 
variety and availability.

Decreased investment 
in new content and  
digital innovation.

**  ["SME" refers to small-to-medium size enterprises.]
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